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EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 

Dr Janet Brown 
Chief Executive 
Scottish Qualifications Authority 

By email 

T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Direct Tel: 0131 348 5222 
Fax: 0131 348 5600 

es.committee@parliament.scot 

18 September 2017 
Dear Janet 

Thank you and your colleagues for attending the Education and Skills Committee 
last Wednesday.  There were a number of points of clarification that the SQA could 
usefully provide in writing.   

I mentioned at the end that it would be helpful for the SQA to provide data it holds on 
the subsequent qualifications taken by individuals who have previously gained a 
National 4 qualification.  I understand that this may be complicated by the diverse 
nature of the qualifications any individual may take in one diet.  As a starting point, it 
would be helpful if you could provide data on the progression for candidates whose 
highest qualification in S4 was a National 4.  But also please provide any other 
useful data in this respect. 

Mr Quinn indicated that the SQA would provide data on the numbers of young 
people taking modern languages courses, taking account of individuals taking 
alternative qualifications and by-passing qualifications.  It would be helpful for this to 
be presented as comparable time series data. 

You indicated that you would provide examples where the SQA’s commercial and 
international activities have benefitted the work the SQA undertakes in Scotland. 

Please also feel free to send any further information that you think would usefully 
add to the responses you and your colleagues provided to the Committee on 
Wednesday. 

Lastly, I know that you are aware of the submission from AMES that the Committee 
received shortly before yesterday’s meeting.  AMES made a number of points about 
its communications with the SQA.  I was pleased to hear that you have focused on 
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the quality of communication by the SQA and I would be grateful if you would 
respond positively to AMES directly. 

The Official Report of the meeting has been published and can be found here: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11078&mode=pdf 

The Committee would be grateful if you could respond to this letter by Friday 13 
October. 

Yours sincerely 

JAMES DORNAN MSP 
CONVENER 
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